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Ahura Scholarship for year of 2009-2010
Young Zoroastrians are invited to apply for the Ahura Scholarship for the academic year of 2009-2010. There were five grants last year, and the Ahura Scholarship Board looks forward to receiving your applications this year. The Ahura Scholarship mission: 
To promote leadership among young Zoroastrians in the academic, social, and political spheres.
 
This one-time grant helps finance undergraduate or graduate study by talented young Zoroastrians. Ahura Fellows receive $3,000; Ahura Strivers receive $1,000. Applicants must have been accepted to or be currently enrolled in an accredited institution of higher learning. Candidates of diverse nationalities are welcomed to apply. Payment of the scholarship is dependent on receipt of a tuition statement and confirmed enrollment for the fall semester of 2009. All completed applications must be postmarked by July 15, 2009. For specific questions please contact Koorosh Vakhshoori at vak1232003@yahoo.com.
Acceptance Criteria

Eligibility:

Applicant must be a talented Zoroastrian enrolled or accepted to an accredited institution of higher learning. If the applicant is not currently enrolled, evidence of acceptance must be provided.

Formatting and Form:
We prefer that you use a computer and Microsoft Word to fill out your application. (You may download the Microsoft Word version from http://www.pzo.info) If necessary, you may use a typewriter or complete the application by hand, but please write as legibly as possible using a blue or black pen. If you are completing this application by typewriter or by hand, make sure to print out the application using a high resolution printer. Please put your answers to Sections A through D directly onto the form. Do not change formatting or the number of pages.

Your responses to the questions in Section E, regardless of what method you use to complete the application, must be placed on separate paper. If using a computer, please use a 12-point Times font. Whether using a computer or typewriter, please single-space your responses.

Staple all pages of your application in sequential order, including the additional pages for Section E. Please do not use a binder. If you would like submitted materials returned, enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
Mail your application to:

Ahura Scholarship Committee

Attn: Koorosh Vakhshoori
1177 Branham Lane #257

San Jose, CA 95118
APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Please include:

· 1 original and 1 photocopy of your application, including all attachments.

· 1 original and 1 photocopy of reference letters from two individuals who know your capabilities and potential for success in your educational program.

· One individual should comment on your academic capabilities and one individual should comment on your personal qualities.

· If your references prefer to send letters directly, they must be postmarked by July 15, 2009.

· 1 original and 1 photocopy of your transcript from the school you most recently attended. (We DO accept unofficial copies.)

· If your transcript does not reflect your abilities, please explain why in your response to Question 10.

· If your transcript is being sent separately, please make sure it is postmarked by July 15, 2009.

· 2 copies of all artwork and other supplemental material (e.g. video or audio cassettes, copies, slides, etc.) This is optional.

· Use these materials to reinforce your case in response to Question 9.

Note, all materials should be in English or English translates provided.

SELECTION TIMELINE

      All applications will be carefully reviewed.  Finalists may be invited for phone interview.

      Recipient will be announced in November 2009.  The recipient is requested to agree to have his/her name announced and included in press releases concerning the scholarship program.

The Ahura Scholarship Application

NOTE:  If you are completing this in Microsoft Word, click on a highlighted field to enter information. For check boxes, click it once to check it and again to uncheck it.

SECTION A: Basic Information

1) Personal Information

	Your Full Name:
	

	Permanent Street Address:
	

	City/State/ZIP:
	

	Mailing Address

(if different):
	

	City/State/ZIP:
	

	E-mail Address:
	

	Daytime Phone:
	(
	

	Evening Phone:
	(
	

	Message Phone:
	(
	


2) How did you learn about these scholarships? (Please check all that apply.)

	  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word of Mouth
	   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Email:      
	   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online Site: 

	  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Organization:            
	   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Event:       
	   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:            


3) The following information is required to ensure that scholarships reflect the diversity in our community:

	Age:  
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male
	
	
	


SECTION B:  SPECIFIC SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA
Scholarship Criteria

The Zoroastrian Organization awards the Ahura scholarship to encourage a talented Zoroastrian to aim for excellence and have impact on society. The scholarship is a one time grant for the amount of $3000. It maybe used for bachelor or graduate education. Payment of scholarship proceeds is dependent on receipt of a tuition statement and confirmed enrollment for the fall semester of 2009.

4) Please check all boxes that apply to help us determine your eligibility.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I am a Zoroastrian

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I am currently enrolled at       

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I have been accepted to       


SECTION C:  YOUR EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

5) Please mark the highest year of education completed for each category.

High School                   FORMCHECKBOX 
9          FORMCHECKBOX 
10        FORMCHECKBOX 
11        FORMCHECKBOX 
12      or      FORMCHECKBOX 
GED

College/University         FORMCHECKBOX 
13        FORMCHECKBOX 
14        FORMCHECKBOX 
15        FORMCHECKBOX 
16      or      FORMCHECKBOX 
Postgraduate Work

6) Please provide information about each high school, college/university, or other educational institution you have attended.

	School Name

City, State
	No.

Years
	Expected

Graduation/

Degree Date
	Type of

Degree/

Certificate
	Major/

Course of Study

	     
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


7) Please check ONE of the two following boxes indicating the status of your transcripts.

   FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 original and 1 photocopies of the transcript from my most recent institution are attached.
(We DO accept unofficial copies.)

   FORMCHECKBOX 
 My most recent institution is sending my transcripts directly to you.

8) If you believe that your transcript does not effectively represent your abilities and qualifications, please check the following box and complete Question 10.

   FORMCHECKBOX 
 My transcript does not effectively represent my abilities and qualifications. Please see my response to Question 10.

SECTION D:  YOUR EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES
Education and Career Goals: (Your responses must fit within the space provided.)

a. Please explain your specific, short-term educational goals:

	


b. Please explain your long-term career goals and interests:

	 


     
SECTION E:  QUESTIONS

The following is a critical part of your application. Please answer fully to the best of your ability.

Instructions:

Your response must be submitted on separate pages.

Include your full name and the page number on the top, right corner of each page.

Your responses must be single-spaced using a 12-point Times font.

Please pay close attention to the word limit for the response. Exceeding the word limit will negatively impact the overall evaluation of your application.

9)  Personal Statement (No more than 500 words)

Please describe yourself and why you should be awarded a scholarship. Criteria for selection include academic excellence, leadership potential, past and future commitment to the Zoroastrian community and evidence that the scholarship will meet a need. Refer to supplemental material you are providing, if any, to enforce your credentials in above mentioned criteria.

10) Transcript Does Not Reflect Ability (No more than 300 words)

If you indicated on Question #8 that your transcript does not reflect your ability, please explain why you can still succeed in your educational plans.
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